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The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) recently released the second draft of NIST 

Special Publication 500-267, “A Profile for IPv6 in the U.S. Government - Version 1.0”.  The first version 

was released almost a year ago to the public with a request for comments.  NIST reported receiving a 

little over 500 comments on the first draft and is requesting industry comments on the second draft by 

February 29th, 2008.  If you have not been to the NIST website to check this out, follow this link to get 

there: http://www.antd.nist.gov/usgv6/.  

 

Following the first release of the IPv6 Profile, NIST held a meeting to discuss the foundation of a USG 

IPv6 Test Program that would map product capabilities to the IPv6 Profile.  NIST is now holding a follow-

up to that meeting on February 19th, 2008 to discuss their proposed approach.  The program NIST is 

developing will require that “products document claims of compliance to the profile through a Supplier's 

Declaration of Conformity (SDOC) in accordance with ISO/IEC 17050.” 

 

While the majority of the Federal Government is focused on meeting the June 2008 IPv6 milestone set 

by the Office of Management (OMB), NIST is taking a much longer look at the problem of transition.  

Last year NIST realized there was no way to develop and release an IPv6 Profile so that vendors could 

modify their products and meet the  June 2008 goal, let alone establish and implement a testing 

program.  Therefore, their approach is to develop a program that will be the basis for future IPv6 

product acquisitions that will support all USG agencies.   

 

While plans are great, the success of this approach will depend heavily on buy-in from both the vendor 

and government community.  Creating a program that is very burdensome will increase complexity and 

cost that neither government agencies or industry will want to incur.  The approach NIST is proposing 

appears to be a good middle ground that could provide sufficient structure and testing requirements to 

support agency needs while providing the flexibility and open access to testing and accreditation 

facilities. 

 

We are sure this will be a hot topic for several months and may be the focus of future articles. 

 

Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information or reach us at founders@synexi.net.  
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