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Introduction… 

May is turning out to be a “hot-bed” of US Government (USG)-based IPv6 events.  There have been a 

number of IPv6-based events already this year, but demand for IPv6 information and solutions is at an 

all time high.  This is not surprising as June 2008, the first major milestone for the USG IPv6 transition, is 

quickly approaching.  Another driver is the government budget cycle.  All of the USG agencies are getting 

ready for their next round of budget submissions and will need all the information they can get to help 

scope and plan for IPv6 within their FY2009 budgets. 

 

Some activities in May that everyone should be aware of include: 

 

NIST IPv6 Testing Meeting… 

On May 4th, 2007, The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is holding a meeting to-  

 

“discuss establishing a framework for a sound and viable testing methodology for 

Internet Protocol version 6. The discussion will include: USG requirements for testing, 

attributes of potential administrative frameworks for test programs, potential sources of 

test suites to serve as a technical basis for a testing program, and potential test 

providers who could carry out and/or provide services in support of such programs.” 

 

The NIST IPv6 testing meeting is quickly following the release (and comment period) of “NIST Special 

Publication 500-267, A Profile for IPv6 in the US Government – Version 1.0” which provides a draft 

approach and outline for the definition of “IPv6 Capable” within the USG.  NIST received over 500 

comments on the Publication 500-267.  Equally as important as the IPv6 profile will be the IPv6 testing 

strategy.  The USG needs to grapple with questions like: 

 

 Do we need conformance testing in addition to interoperability testing? 

 Who will develop and manage the test suites? 

 Who will do the testing? 

 Should we require a government agency to manage the testing or can it be self-regulated by 

industry? 

 How will we tie conformance testing to acquisition? 

 

Although it is not clear as to the extent the NIST profiling and testing activities will be required across 

the USG, it should be noted that NIST is providing not only other USG Agencies, but industry with a 

chance to be involved in the process for developing and testing “IPv6 Capable” within the USG.  Any 

vendor, service provider or integrator that deals with IP-based systems should follow and support these 

activities carefully as they could provide a key role in the future of USG IT systems. 
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The New New Internet Conference & Training, Success in Building and Securing IPv6… 

On May 9th – 10th, 2007 ExecutiveBiz, SI International and SynExi are presenting a combination training 

event and conference on IPv6.  The May 9th training is being led by SynExi and will host a number of 

industry experts covering a wide-range of IPv6 topics critical for USG agencies and industry to 

understand about IPv6.  During lunch on May 9th, Susan Hotzler, Department of Veterans Affairs & Co-

Chair for CIO Council IPv6 Training Subworking Group will discuss IPv6 training plans for the USG.  She 

helped lead the team that developed the Department of Veterans Affairs IPv6 training plan and was 

recently tapped to co-chair the CIO Council IPv6 Training Subworking Group. 

 

The conference on May 10th will include a number of keynote, featured speakers and experts on IPv6 

from across government and industry.  A keynote speaker from the Department of National Intelligence 

(DNI) CIO office will provide the latest updates regarding IPv6 within the Intelligence community.  In 

addition to the other speakers, many of the members of the CIO Council’s IPv6 Working Group will hold 

a panel on IPv6 in the USG.  The 2-day event will definitely be worth the time to hear the latest 

information on IPv6 within the USG, meet many of the people involved, and develop a better 

understanding of IPv6 as a whole. 

 

GSA Expo IPv6 Panel… 

GSA is holding the GSA Expo during mid-may in Orlando Florida.  The GSA Expo is a large event put on by 

GSA every year and vendor booth space normally sells out immediately.  GSA recently announced the 

first awards of Networx, a multi-billion dollar contract for carriers that will replace FTS, which includes 

IPv6 capabilities.  With IPv6 ramping up in importance and the first major milestone (June 2008) quickly 

approaching, GSA has decided to host a panel on IPv6 during the Expo.  The panel will be on May 15th, 

2007 and will include a combination of GSA, other agency and industry speaker on IPv6.   

 

Wrap Up… 

With all of the activities happening in May, it will be hard to select which to write about next month. 

 

Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information. 
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