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Introduction… 

As it was predicted, May was a “hot-bed” of US Government (USG)-based IPv6 events.  In addition to the 

events that were discussed in last month’s article, the General Services Administration (GSA) announced 

the awards for the Networx Universal and Enterprise contracts.  The big news for the IPv6 community is 

that IPv6 was a core aspect of the Networx contracts.  This event did not go unnoticed at the events last 

month, or in the press, and became a significant topic of discussion.  The Networx Universal contract is 

valued at $48 Billion over 10 years while the Networx Enterprise contract is valued at $20.1 Billion over 

10 years.  As agencies convert their services from the previous FTS 2001 contract to Networx, they will 

be able to include the IPv6 products and services from the Networx service providers. 

 

In this month’s article we will provide you with a quick recap of the events from last month. 

 

Notes from the (National Institute of Standards and Technology) NIST IPv6 Testing Meeting… 

The IPv6 testing meeting at NIST was well attended by representatives from a cross-section of 

government agencies, integrators and vendors.  However, notably absent were carriers.  The meeting 

focused on providing a forum for discussing a USG IPv6 Product Testing Program and providing NIST with 

input from various organizations on the best way to accomplish their task.  NIST presented several 

hypothetical scenarios for the attendees to consider, ranging from no program at all, to utilizing existing 

international programs already in place, to varying degrees of a USG sponsored and run program.  NIST 

noted they were still taking inputs and would be delivering a recommended testing strategy to GSA and 

the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) at the end of May. 

 

Notes from The New New Internet Conference & Training, Success in Building and Securing IPv6… 

The training day and conference appeared to be a tremendous success.  The attendance at and reviews 

of the training were so positive that during the next day at the conference ExecutiveBiz and SynExi 

announced they would run the same training program again this month on June 21st.  Apparently there 

were a number of conference goers who could not make the training day and wanted to sign-up 

immediately for the next one. 

 

The conference itself turned out to be a great change of pace for USG focused IPv6 events.  While 

speakers were drawn from both industry and government, all of the presentations focused on various 

aspects and considerations of implementing IPv6 and not as advertisements.  One of the most 

interesting industry presentations came from Juniper Networks.  They presented the results of their 2nd 

Annual IPv6 Survey, that showed the progress agencies were making with their IPv6 transition and 

where they expected to be over the next five years.  Other panels and presentations that drew the most 

interest were: 
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- Chief Information Officer (CIO) Council IPv6 Working Group Panel: The panel included not only 

participants from five USG agencies, but also the co-chairs of the IPv6 Working Group and the 

chairs of the sub-working groups.  During the panel, the sub-working group chairs discussed the 

charter and progress of their teams.  One note of particular interest was the separation of types 

of IPv6 testing.  NIST will be the lead on IPv6 product testing while the testing sub-working 

group will focus on IPv6 operational and integration testing. 

 

- GSA Presentation on Networx:  GSA provided an overview of the Networx Universal contract 

and how IPv6 was an integral part of it.  During the presentation GSA showed how they went to 

great lengths to include IPv6 requirements in almost every aspect of the contract’s products and 

services and how USG agencies can use Networx to support their IPv6 goals. 

 

- Analysts Panel:  This panel included analysts from Gartner, Input, IDC, and Frost-Sullivan.  

Overall, the panelists said they did not see new large pots of money within the USG for IPv6 and 

that the majority of the opportunity for vendors, service providers, and integrators were in 

existing programs and funding.  They did caution that this could be a way to displace incumbents 

who were slow to adopt IPv6 skills and capabilities for their USG customers.  One of the primary 

points the panel agreed upon was that there was no longer a question of “if” the transition to 

IPv6 would occur, but only on the timing of when it will become the dominant protocol not only 

within the government, but the commercial sector as well. 

 

Notes from the GSA Expo IPv6 Panel… 

The IPv6 Panel at the GSA Expo was a hit.  John Johnson, the Assistant Commissioner for Integrated 

Technology Service for GSA moderated the panel of members from both industry and government.   

There was a large audience who were very eager to participate.  Although there were a number of 

questions and discussion on the capabilities and future applications using IPv6, the panel also focused 

on the need for agencies to consider their entire enterprise architecture in the transition.  While the 

Networx contract will be a great tool to help agencies transition, it is only a portion of what they need to 

consider as they migrate the entire enterprise to IPv6. 

 

Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information. 
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