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Introduction… 

During any transition, the concept of change is at the core of everyone’s mind.  Whether they are 

expecting to change the devices in the network, software or business processes, if things don’t change 

then it really isn’t a transition.  However, one type of change seems to have a much different impact 

than the others and that is the change of people.  Over the past year, and last month in particular, the 

United States Government (USG) IPv6 transition community has seen significant change across much of 

its leadership.  

 

Who Has Left… 

 Glen Schlarman (December 2006): Chief of the Information Policy and Technology Branch for 

the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)  

 Dick Burk (September 2007): Chief Architect for OMB  

 John McManus (September 2007): Deputy Chief Information Officer and Chief Technology 

Officer for the Department of Commerce and the Co-Chair of the CIO Council IPv6 Working 

Group. 

 

Each one of the government executives above played a key role in the USG IPv6 transition effort.  

Schlarman was in charge of the group that updates existing and creates new IT policy for the USG.  

Updated IPv6 transition policy from OMB will be critical as agencies get close to reaching the June 2008 

milestone and will look for direction as to the next steps in the USG IPv6 Transition.  Burk provided much 

of the vision for necessary for agencies to understand how to link their IPv6 transition efforts to the 

Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA).  McManus provided leadership and guidance to the agencies as 

Co-Chair of the IPv6 Working Group. 

 

What Is New… 

While many of the changes have been departures, some of the gaps have been quickly filled.  Peter 

Tseronis, Director of Network Services for the Department of Education, has already been moved from 

Co-Chair to Chair of the IPv6 Working Group.  Tim Schmidt, CTO for the Department of Transportation, 

has been made Vice Chair of the IPv6 Working group.  We are waiting to see whom OMB will bring in to 

replace Schlarman and Burk.   

 

In August, the General Services Administration (GSA) named Fred Schobert as the new CTO for the 

Federal Acquisition Office’s Integrated Technology Services (ITS) office.  Schobert’s recent claim to fame 

was being the Program Manager for the $48B Networx Contract that included a wide-range of IPv6 

services.  In addition to focusing on emerging technology for GSA, Schobert will be the Director for IPv6 

Transformation for the agency. 
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Wrapping Up… 

While the departure of Burk and McManus in the same month is something to watch, the change with 

the most potential impact looks like it could come from GSA.  Where the IPv6 Working Group provides 

the guidance agencies need to support their transition efforts, GSA has the opportunity to take the 

support to the next level.  They are perfectly positioned to work in unison with the IPv6 Working Group 

and tailor their offerings to make it easier for agencies to quickly access the resources they need.  Not 

only can they save the USG time, but a significant amount of money as well. 

 

Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information or reach us at founders@synexi.net.  
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