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Introduction 

Two thousand five (2005) became the year many federal agencies heard about IPv6.  The Department of 

Defense (DoD) began transitioning to IPv6 in 2003.  While IPv6 had been in the works for years, there 

was very little movement within the industry or government to incorporate IPv6 into their enterprises.  

But once the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) (and the Office of the Secretary of Defense 

[OSD]) set policy to move towards IPv6, a flurry of activity started throughout the federal government.  

The activity is still small compared to many other initiatives, but it is noticeable and has a potentially 

enormous impact. 

 

Where is the US Government Transition Today? 

From initial accounts it appears that US government agencies as a whole are on track to meet the June 

2008 IPv6 Milestone established by OMB.  That is not to say all agencies will meet the milestone, but 

after discussion with several agencies that have already started their IPv6 testing toward achieving the 

milestone, it appears there will be a number of successes reported next year. 

 

Now some will argue that the June 2008 Milestone established by OMB and the Success Criteria testing 

being developed by the CIO Council’s IPv6 Working Group is not meaningful.  They believe agencies are 

going to turn on IPv6, do some rudimentary testing, declare success and forget about IPv6.  Not true, the 

June 2008 Milestone established by OMB is a critical first step to show success in moving the behemoth 

Federal Enterprise Architecture towards IPv6.  Agencies have spent real time, money, and effort working 

on the transition under difficult circumstances.  Given the issues they face today, it is very inspirational 

that they have made this much progress on what they are calling an “unfunded mandate”.  The real test 

of success will occur after the agencies report on the success of the June 2008 Milestone. 

 

So What is Next? 

For the IPv6 transition to be really successful, agencies will need to leverage their success from the June 

2008 Milestone (or their continuing quest to meet it) and concentrate on utilizing IPv6 to meet the 

needs of their agencies.  The first major milestone was focused on getting the infrastructure ready to 

support IPv6 applications. The next steps will need to center on enabling IPv6 across the agencies’ 

applications and moving to transform their business operations to leverage many of the potential 

capabilities from an IPv6 architecture. 

 

Wrapping Up 

Federal agencies and their supporting community are looking for incremental policy and guidance to be 

released from OMB, the National Institute of Standards and technology (NIST), the General Services 

Administration (GSA), and the National Security Agency (NSA).  While several agencies are already 

looking to next steps on their own, they will need the continued support from authoritative sources like 

these to help in their continued process of transitioning. 
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Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information or reach us at founders@synexi.net.  
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