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2007 turned out to be an interesting year for IPv6 within the US Government.  While there was a much 

greater focus across all of the agencies on IPv6, the continuing resolution and lack of approval of their 

budgets impacted the overall USG progress on IPv6.  While many agencies were able to find some level 

of funding for their efforts, as a whole it was less than expected. 

 

The vendor community started to respond to the demand for IPv6-capable products and services.  We 

typically monitor IPv6 related announcements, and the number of IPv6 related product and service 

announcements jumped significantly from 2006 to 2007.  Not only have carriers and router 

manufacturers announced new or better IPv6 capabilities, other companies across the board have made 

IPv6 product announcements from sensors to firewalls to applications.  

 

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) started off the year focusing on IPv6 product 

profiles and testing strategies.  Their position was not to adopt the existing DoD or international testing 

programs, but to create one that will benefit the Federal agencies the most.  It was interesting to note 

that NIST was not developing their program to help agencies meet the June 2008 milestone; they were 

focused on the longer term IPv6 transition effort.  GSA also started making the move into the IPv6 space 

by making the determination of GSA’s IPv6 strategy one of CTO Fred Schobert’s first missions.  

 

Many agencies have obtained their own IPv6 address space in 2007 or earlier.  Most have received an 

initial /32 allocation (except for the DoD which obtained a much larger allocation), but it is not clear how 

many agencies have actually thought about how they will utilize their IPv6 address space.  Many 

agencies are still struggling to come to terms with how they have allocated their IPv4 address space.  

IPv6 address planning should be on an agency’s strategic list of things to do. 

 

Many agencies have shown great success in meeting the first major milestone established by OMB for 

June 2008.  Several, such as the IRS, Social Security Administration and Department of Education, have 

announced that they have already completed testing to show they have successfully met the June 2008 

milestone.  This early achievement should be applauded. 

 

2007 also brought some major changes in the USG leaders working on the IPv6 transition.  With Dick 

Burk (Chief Architect) and John McManus (Co-Chair of the CIO Council IPv6 Working Group) leaving 

government service, new faces have taken their places.  Kshemendra Paul is now the Chief Architect and 

Peter Tseronis is now the sole Chair of the IPv6 working group and has been leading the Federal banner 

on IPv6.   

 

2008 should be another active year regarding leadership concerning IPv6 as the presidential election 

cycle starts to swing into full gear.  As is tradition, many leaders who are political appointees will leave 

with the existing administration (no matter which party wins) and new ones will take their places.  The 
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majority of the work regarding any specific IT program is usually well below this level, but it will be 

interesting to see the impact the new administration has on IPv6.  It is important to remember that the 

Internet is a hot international topic, and control and growth of the Internet may play prominently into 

future US foreign policy. 

 

Until next month, Happy Transitioning… 

 

About SynExi: SynExi is a partnership between leading technology experts to provide strategic-level 

consulting to meet the challenges associated with Technology Transition.  We are “Bridging the Gap in 

Technology Transition”.  Our focus is on the identification, development, and adoption of new 

technologies to meet the ever-changing mission and requirements of government and commercial 

organizations.  Our team includes world-recognized leaders in Internet technologies and Internet 

Protocol version six (IPv6) as well as many other areas of advanced technology.  Visit our website at 

www.synexi.net for more information or reach us at founders@synexi.net.  
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